(

The Madisonville
Church of Christ
is proud to offer

What Does the
Bible Say?
Sundays at
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WFMW (AM
730)

Clothing give-
aways (call
church office
for days and
times)

Four Bible cor-
respondence
courses

Bible study
courses on DVD

Address:
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Madisonville, KY
42431

Telephone:

270.821.3544
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Web Site:
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churchofchirst.org

Unless otherwise
indicated, every
article was written
by our preacher,
Russell M. Kline
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\ THE PAPER PULPIT

A quarterly publication of Bible studies presented by
the Madisonville Church of Christ

THE LORD'S SUPPER
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The First Day of the Week

significant difference between theéCorinthians 16:2 also indicates that the
churches of Christ and othefirst day of the week was the day in which:
churches is the practice of obsenthe church gathered for its regular assens
ing the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. Sontdy. Hebrews 10:25 indicates that ancient
churches do so only twice every year (&hristians understood these regular gathi—
Christmas and Easter), some include othenings to a compulsory exercise. Relevant
holy days on the calendar, and some havéoathis discussion, First Corinthians 11:20
“Communion Sunday” once every monthindicates that an observance of the Lord’s
The practice of a weekly supper is n@upper was supposed to be part of th§1
what most people today would consider tweekly worship assembly. Paul rebuked
be the norm in Christianity. the church in Corinth for failing to ob- :
But, what if | told you that ancientserve the Lord’s Supper, as they were sug-
Christians, in the earlies posed to do so. Members of:
days of the Lord’s churchAnd upon the first the church in Corinth had :
made the Lord’s Supper g’ay of the _w_eek, made the Lord’s Supper intog
regular part of their week¥/7€1 the disciples| 5 ommon meal, which was :
worship services? The be§@me together...” not even shared among all:
evidence of this is seen |in the brethren. Paul reminded:
: —Acts 20:7 :
Acts chapter 20. The first them of the emblems and:
few verses of the chapter record Paulgirpose of the supper, as he encouraged
three-month excursion into Macedonia. lthem to get back what they ought to have
verse six, we see that Paul sailed from Phieen doing all along. :
lippi to Troas, where he rejoined traveling Does the church where you WOI’-E
companions who had arrived there befoship celebrate the Lord's Supper on thé
him. He stayed for a week in Troas, aritst day of everyweek? If not, then |
preached to the church there at theirould like to invite you to consider wor-
weekly assembly. shipping with the church of Christ in your
The language of Acts 20:7 indicommunity. In accordance with the Bibli-
cates that the first day of the wekkvas cal pattern, we partake of the Lord’s Sup-
“when the disciples came togetlifthat is per, as a regular part of our weekly wor-
why the modern church meets for worshihip, just like our brethren did, in ancient:
on Sunday—not because it is Sunday—nhiimnes.
because it is the first day of the week. First
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“That the Lord Jesus
the same night in
which he was
betrayed took bread:
and when he had
given thanks, he
brake it and said,
Take, eat: this is my
body, which is
broken for you: this
do in remembrance
of me. After the
same manner also he
took the cup, when
he had supped,
saying, This cup is
the new testament
in my blood: this do
ye as oft as ye drink
it in remembrance
ofme.”

—171 Corinthians 11:
23-25

.

Quotable Quotations

“The communion of Chris-
tians around the table of the
Lord 1s perhaps the most
significant part of public
worship, and it 1s certanly
the most unique to the
farth.”

—Wendell Willis

“Let 1t be carefully noted
that it was the bread of the
the Lord

Passover ~ feast

disciples until it was fulfilled
in the kingdom of God—the
church  (Mat.  26:26-29).
That which they would eat
again m the kingdom of God
was that which they had
formerly eaten in the paschal
feast—unleavened bread.”

—Guy N. Woods

“The Jews and Romans had

different ways of counting

how they counted time. We
have a time designated as the
‘first day of the week,” and
the Lord’s people are to meet
upon that day. Their time
divided

weeks, months, and years, as

was into  days,
1s ours. Their weeks had a
first day, and our weeks have
a first day. We can know the
first day of our week, and

can meet to worship on that

would not again eat with the

Sm o s s EEm F EE P S R B F O EEE O O EEE F BN B EEE O EEE O EEE B BN O EEE O EEm R B N s

day...” —1I. Leo Boles

time. It matters not to us

*

Emblems of the Supper

he common practiceeating at the “Last Sup-not in keeping with the

in the churches ofper,” but how do we know Biblical pattern.
Christ is for the Lord's that it was unleavened? ]
Supper to consist of breadye know this, because thi:J,n like manner, the ﬁ‘m.t
which is unleavened, andneal took place duringOf the viné (Mat. 26:29) is
grape juice, which is un-“the feast of unleaveneoexaCtIy what the text sug-
fermented. As is the casdread (Mat. 26:17). This ggsts: unfgrmented grape
with most everything thatwas a time when JewdC€: The juice O,f grapes
is done in the worship ofwere to put all leaven outV@s safer .to drink - than
the Lord’s church, we doof their houses and eayvater and it tasted bgttgr,
this, not because it is oulonly bread which Wastoo' We know th‘?‘t _th's, IS
tradition, or because it isunleavened (Exo. 12:6,18)yVhat J_esus used in institut-
our preference, but bedleaven is that which "9 His Supper, .because
cause of what is written incauses bread dough to risé".ICOho! was considered a
the Word of God. Therefore, unleaveneoleavenmg agent by the an-

| bread is flat bread, which®lents and would have
We know ‘that the Lord has no airy quality aboutbeen unwelcome at the

Jesus the same night irh. Today, we use what isfeast of unleavened bread.
which he was betrayedessentially a cracker,Some denominations use
took breaq’ and we know which has no leaven in it’wine in their observances
that it was likely the very at all. In certain denomina-Of the Lord’s Supper, but
same kind of bread that H%ions, it is popular to usethis is not in keeping with

and His disciples had beerl]eavened bread, but this ig’he Biblical pattern. o

The Paper Pulpit

Y

~



Volume 5, Issue 2 Page 3

The Purpose of the Supper

hy do Christians eat gives us additional informa- account of the death, burial

unleavened bread andtion. In verse 26, the textand resurrection of the Lord
drink fruit of the vine on the says, For as often as ye eatlt also serves as a reminde ”For as
first day of every week? The this bread and drink this cup, that the Lord is coming bacl
obvious answer is, “Becauseye do show the Lord’s deathto the Earth to judge us all (; often as
the Lord told us to,” and thattill he come&. This means Cor. 5:10).

is a correct answer. After all, that the Lord’'s Supper is a__ o ye eat thlS
First Corinthians 10:16 de

Jesus did say, This do in living memorial of the sacri- _ 1 bread and
remembrance of me(Luke fice of Jesus on the cross,sc"Ibes the Lord’s Supper a

22:19b). But, there is more towhich is meant to endure;ionunith Witht tthedL(t)rd. drink this
the Lord’s Supper than justuntil He returns to bring the a .|s why most tend 1o re
going through the motions of last age of the world to an gard it as a solemn occasiol CUP, ye do

- While it is only one part of a
observance. There is a purend.
pose behind it that evgry worship service, which ascShow the

Christian must understand, ifI_.ike statues and other memocghsists of singing, p.ra'yer Lord’s

they are going to partake of i,[rlals erected by mgn to com-glvmg, and preaf:hlng', it is ¢

“worthily” (1 Cor. 11:27-29). memorat('e. the valiant deedslmg wh.en God is sa!d to b death till
and sacrifices of others, theacting in accord with

First Corinthians 11 is anLord’s Supper is meant toWhen we fail to commune he come”

account of the establishmenttestify to the world about with God every week, our

of the Lord’s Supper, which Jesus Christ and the valiantsouls miss something the —FirSt

runs parallel to those that aresacrifice He made for all hu- they desperately need. Don

given in the Gospels. It is manity. When we partake ofjust go through the motion: COrinth-

identical to the accountsthe unleavened bread and thef observing the Lord’s Sup- _

found in Matthew, Mark and fruit of the vine, our mind are per, but think about what it NS 11:26

Luke, but it also expandsmeant to recall the Biblical really means.

Web Sites That Won't Waste Your Time...

The Online Academy of Biblical Studies is an internet-based school, which offers a curriculum

that covers the entire Bible and Bible-related matters. Their site is loaded with video and other kinds

of resources for your personal study. Their web address is www.oabs.org.

The Memphis School of Preaching is an educational institution devoted to training gospel preach-
ers and their wives. Their site is rich in educational content. Their web address is www.msop.org.

B

House to House/Heart to Heart is a bi-monthly publication, which is devoted to reaching lost ==~ = :a
souls with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Its site is rich with educational materials and archived issues. I

Their web address is www.housetohouse.com.
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Madisonville Church of Christ
Sunday Morning Bible Study

—9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship

—10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship

—6:00 p.m.

\Xednesday Evening Bible Study
—7:00 p.m.

A Christ-Preaching, Bible-Teaching Church

Lesson 25

Bible

COTTGSPOTLCI ence
COUJ‘SG

By Wendell K. Freeman

What Does The Bible Teach About

FNESAVIEIN

The search of all men is for happiness. To some it is happiness to
have a nice home; to another, it is happiness to have a fine automobile;
to another, it is happiness to have a prominent position.

To the Christian, none of these things give the happiness which they
seek. The Christian has placed his hope and aim higher, and he is looking
forward to eternal happiness in heaven. This lesson is aimed at raising our
hopes to a higher plane and causing us to be more concerned with making
heaven our home.

Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:11-12, that we
should consider ourselves happy when we are privileged to suffer for the
name’s sake of Christ, for when we do so, great is our reward in heaven.
Many are they whose blood has been shed for the name of Christ, yet
through this suffering there shall come the eternal reward.

The Bible Teaches That . . .
. WE SHOULD LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN. “Lay not

up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

“‘But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break througl. nor steal:

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matthew
6:19-21.

In this passage, Jesus taught in such a way as to leave no doubt. His
desire for us is that we seek those things that are above and not the things
upon the earth. If only men and women could be brought to a realization
of how short life is and how transient the things we possess materially, they
would be more concerned with an eternal reward.

Published by John M. Hurt Publications 1971, All rights reserved.

According to Webster’s Dictionary, “communion” iarf act I
or instance of sharing.” In First Corinthians 1Q:1tge word |
is used twice, in reference to the Lord’s Supp&he’ cup of |
blessing which we bless, is it not the communiaheblood |
of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not toenmun- |
ion of the body of Christn this verse, “communion” trans4
lates a Greek word, which literally means, “joirarticipa- |
tion.” This is indicative of what happens when Gligns I
partake of the emblems that represent the bodylaafdbof
Jesus Christ, as a living memorial of all that He for hu-
manity on the cross. How often do Christians simfgp
through the motions” of observing the Lord’s Suppeith-
out truly appreciating the remarkable sharing awidt jpar- I
ticipation that is taking place. First Corinthiah8:17 adds, |
“For we being many are one bread, and one bodywtoare |
all partakers of that one breddThe Lord’s Supper is a pow{
erful symbol of Christian fellowship. It is a singplveekly |
ritual, which binds us to God and to one anothee. Must |
learn to fully appreciate it. |

“Communion”

FREE Bible Correspondence Course!

A compleTe survey of The whole Bible in Twenty
five lessons.

Study in THe privacy of your own HomE AT yOUR
OWN PACE.

Absolutely free of charge (we will nor soliciT
you for ANy dONATIONS).

Cerrificate presented upon compleTion.

Call or write 10 THe Madisonville Church of
Christ 10 REQUEST ENROLIMENT.

AN excellent aid 10 A personal study of The
SCRIPTURES.

Elevates The importance of The Biblical text
oVer THE opinions of MeN.



